Claims 

What is claimed is: 

1. An adapter channel mapping system for mapping channels of a network, 
comprising: 

a memory component operable to communicate with the network and having a first 
memory portion and a second memory portion, the first memory portion 
operable to communicate with a first physical channel of the network and the 
second memory portion operable to communicate with a second physical 
channel of the network; and 

a mapping component operable to map, based on a first map. to the first and 
second memory portions based on a first configuration of the network and 
further operable to map, based on a second map, to the first and second 
memory portions based on a second configuration of the network. 

2. The adapter channel mapping system of Claim 1, further comprising a selector 
component in communication with the mapping component and operable in a first selection 
mode to cause the mapping component to map based on the first map and operable in a 
second selection mode to map based on the second map 

3. The adapter channel mapping system of Claim 2, wherein the selector component 
automatically detects the network configuration. 
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4. The adapter channel mapping system of Claim 2, wherein the selector component is 
further defined as a switch in communication with the mapping component, the switch 
having a first switch position associated with the first selection mode and a second switch 
position associated with the second selection mode. 

5. The adapter channel mapping system of Claim 2, wherein the selector component is 
further defined as a user interface operable for a user to select one of the first and second 
modes associated with one of the first and second network configurations, the user 
interface coupled to communicate the selection to the mapping component. 
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6. An adapter channel mapping system for mapping channels of a network employing 
a first wired pair associated with a first network channel, a second wired pair associated 
with a second network channel, a third wired pair associated with a third network channel, 
a fourth wired pair associated with a fourth network channel, the adapter channel mapping 
system comprising: 

a test device coupleable to a channel adapter of the network; 

a memory component coupled to the test device having a first, second, third, and 
fourth memory portions, the first memory portion coupleable to communicate 
with the first network channel, the second memory portion coupleable to 
communicate with the second network channel, the third memory portion 
coupleable to communicate with the third network channel, and the fourth 
memory portion coupleable to communicate with the fourth network channel; 
and 

a mapping component operable to map a first variable to first memory portion and a 
fourth variable to the fourth memory portion, the mapping component 
operable to selectively map a second and third variables between the second 
and third memory portions based on a configuration of the network. 

7. The adapter channel mapping system of Claim 6, wherein the mapping component 
is further defined as a software component. 

8. The adapter channel mapping system of Claim 6, wherein the mapping component 
is further defined as a series of instnjctions. 
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9. The adapter channel mapping system of Claim 6, wherein the mapping component 
is further defined as a pointer directing at least the second and third variables between one 
of the second and third memory portions. 

10. The adapter channel mapping system of Claim 6, wherein a first network 
configuration employs a 568A channel adapter wherein the second wired pair is associated 
with a 3"^ and 6*^ wires and the third wired pair is associated with a 1^^ and 2"^ wires and 
wherein a second network configuration employs a 568B channel adapter wherein the 
second wired pair is associated with a 1®^ and 2"^ wires and the third wired pair is 
associated with a 3^ and 6^ wires. 

1 1 . The adapter channel mapping system of Claim 10, wherein the mapping component 
maps the second variable to the second memory portion associated with the second wired 
pair and maps the third variable to the third memory portion associated with the third wired 
pair when the network configuration employs 568A channel adapter and wherein the 
mapping component maps the third variable to the second memory portion associated with 
the second wired pair and maps the second variable to the third memory portion 
associated with the third wired pair when the network configuration employs a 568B 
channel adapter. 
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1 2. The adapter channel mapping system of Claim 1 1 , wherein the mapping component 
is further defined as a software component including a Boolean statement selectable 
based on the network employing one of 568A and 568B channel adapters. 
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13- A method for network adapter channel mapping, comprising: 
providing a network having a network configuration; 

coupling a device to the network, the device having a first and second channel 
components operable to receive signals associated with at least a first and 
second channels of the network; 

selecting the network configuration of the network; 

directing the signals associated with the first network channel to one of the first and 

second channel components of the device based on the network 

configuration selected; and 
directing the signals associated with the second network channel to other of the first 

and second channel components of the device based on the network 

configuration selected. 

1 4. The method of Claim 1 3, further comprising: 

directing the signals associated with the first network channel to the first channel 
component and directing signals associated with the second network channel to the 
second channel component when a first network configuration is selected; and 

directing the signals associated with the first network channel to the second channel 
component and signals associated with the second network channel to the first channel 
component when a second network configuration is selected. 

15. The method of Claim 13. wherein the first and second channel components are 
further defined as a first and second memory components operable to receive the signals. 
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16. The method of Claim 13, wherein the first and second channel components are 
further defined as a first and second software components. 

17. The method of Claim 13, wherein network configuration employs one of a 568A 
channel adapter and a 568B channel adapter. 

18. The method of Claim 13, wherein the device is further defined as a test device for 
testing the network. 

19. The method of Claim 13, wherein selection is further defined as providing a 
selection component coupled to the device. 

20. The method of Claim 19, wherein the selection component is a user interface 
operable for a user to select the network configuration. 
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21. A method for testing networks employing either 568A or 568B channel adapters, 
comprising: 

detemiining a type of a channel adapter used by a network; 

connecting a test device for testing local area networks to the channel adapter 

employed by the network; 
selecting, using a selection component, the type of channel adapter employed by 

the network; 

communicating a first signal of the network associated with a first wired pair to a 
portion on the test device based on the type of channel adapter selected; and 

communicating a second signal of the network associated with a second wired pair 
to a second portion on the test device based on the type of channel adapter 
selected. 

22. The method of Claim 21, wherein the selection component is further defined as a 
switch on an adapter coupleable to the test device. 

23. The method of Claim 21, wherein the selection component is further defined as a 
means for detecting the type of channel adapter employed by the network. 



14210.01/4100.00200 



34 



24. A method for selectively testing networks employing different channel adapters, the 
method comprising: 

connecting a test device to a local area networks for testing; 
selecting a configuration type of the network; 

mapping channels of the network based on the configuration type of the networi<; 
and 

testing the channels of the network the using the mapping of the channels of the 
network. 

25. The method of Claim 24, wherein the configuration type is defined as one of a first 
network employing 568A channel adapters and one of a second network employing 568B 
channel adapters. 

26. The method of Claim 24, wherein mapping the channels comprises: 

providing an instmction of the test device, the instruction including a pointer pointing 
the instruction to a physical location of the channel communication. 

27. The method of Claim 24, wherein the mapping of the channels comprises: 
providing a physical location of signals associated with at least one of the channels 

of the networi^; 

providing a logical location associated with the physical location of the signals; 
providing an instmction of the device, the instmction using the logical location to 
reference the signals of the at least one channel. 
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28. The method of Claim 24, wherein the mapping of the channels comprises: 

coupling a first channel of the networi< with a first communication line of the device 

based on a first configuration of the network; 
coupling a second channel of the network with the first communication line of the 

device based on a second configuration of the network. 
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